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Atrium, 
Novant 
launch 
mobile 
test sites 


BY HANNAH SMOOT 
hsmoot@charlotteobserver.com 


Atrium Health and Novant 
Health are launching mobile 
COVID-19 testing efforts this 
week with two testing locations 
each. 

And Novant plans to open a 
respiratory assessment center at 
the Michael Jordan Family Med- 
ical Clinic at 3149 Freedom 
Drive to screen and diagnose 
patients with respiratory symp- 
toms. 

Both hospital systems say the 
mobile testing programs are 
aimed at expanding testing in 
minority communities in Char- 
lotte. 

County health officials have 
noted “persisting disparities” 
among patients with COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the new 
coronavirus — half of those who 
have died in Mecklenburg have 
been black, according to county 
data. 

And black residents in the 
county made up 50% of 869 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
through April 9, the Observer 
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Convention center is top 
choice for field hospital 


DAVID T. FOSTER III dtfoster@charlotteobserver.com 


Normally used for conventions, such as the NBAA 2020 Schedulers & Dispatchers Conference in March, the Charlotte Convention Center 
could be converted into a 600-bed field hospital if the need arises. It would be used to house non-acute patients. 


BY ALISON KUZNITZ 
AND HANNAH SMOOT 


akuznitz@charlotteobserver.com 
hsmoot@charlotteobserver.com 


The Charlotte Convention 
Center will be the “preferred” 
site of a field hospital to accom- 
modate a surge in coronavirus 
cases if one is needed, Meck- 
lenburg County Manager Dena 
Diorio announced Tuesday. 

Construction has not started 
yet, but it would take three 
weeks, Diorio told the county 
commissioners during their 
virtual meeting Tuesday. Atri- 
um Health and Novant Health 
are still analyzing their capacity 
to treat infected patients within 
their existing facilities — and 
deciding on the plan for a pos- 
sible field hospital, Diorio said. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency would 
pay for construction of the field 


hospital, with Atrium and No- 
vant covering any other fund- 
ing. The hospital systems would 
be able to apply for federal and 
state reimbursement, Diorio 
said. 

“Tf it will be used, it will be 
used for non-acute patients,” 
Diorio said, emphasizing Meck- 
lenburg taxpayers will not need 
to support the health care ef- 
fort. She didn’t specify which 
other sites in or near uptown 
are still being considered. 

Diorio said Mecklenburg 
officials never intended to use 
taxpayer money to cover per- 


sonal protective equipment and 
other expenses tied to the field 
hospital. 

But last week, when the 600- 
bed hospital was announced, 
Diorio said any county funds 
spent on the field hospital 
would be eligible for federal 
reimbursement. 

Earlier this month, the hospi- 
tal systems asked the county to 
erect a 3,000-bed field hospital 
at UNC Charlotte to accommo- 
date a surge in severe coro- 
navirus cases. 

But Atrium and Novant dras- 
tically scaled back their surge 


request days later — after 
Mecklenburg learned that FE- 
MA would not provide upfront 
funding for the makeshift hos- 
pital. The abandoned plan 
would have cost $70 million, 
the Observer reported. 

Both hospital systems ex- 
panded capacity within their 
own facilities, revising their 
needs — and modeling of CO- 
VID-19 cases — to a 600-bed 
field hospital in or near uptown. 

At least 993 county residents 
have tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, Mecklen- 
burg Public Health Director 
Gibbie Harris said. An addition- 
al resident died of COVID-19, 
bring the county’s total fatal- 
ities to 16, Harris said. 

“We're seeing some progress 
toward flattening the curve, but 
we must continue physical and 
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States confront practical dilemmas for reopening 
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Hillsborough County Library Service employee Stephen Duran wears 
a mask and gloves as he hands out unemployment paperwork to 
residents Tuesday at the public library in Tampa, Florida. 


BY ERIC TUCKER, LORI HINNANT 
AND FRANK JORDANS 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Setting the stage for a possible 
power struggle with President 
Donald Trump, governors 
around the U.S. began sketching 
out plans Tuesday to reopen 
their economies in a slow and 
methodical process so as to 
prevent the coronavirus from 
rebounding with tragic conse- 
quences. 

While the crisis is far from 
over in the U.S., with over 
25,000 dead and approximately 
600,000 confirmed infections 
by Johns Hopkins University’s 
count, the doomsday scenarios 
that were predicted just two 


weeks ago have not come to 
pass, raising hopes from coast to 
coast. 

At the same time, politicians 
and public health officials alike 
warned that an easing of the 
restrictions in the U.S. and Eu- 
rope will have to be accompa- 
nied by widespread antibody 
testing to see who might be 
immune and ramped-up tracing 
of infected people’s contacts 
with others. 

California Gov. Gavin New- 
som, who has joined a coalition 
with his West Coast counter- 
parts in Oregon and Washington 
on how to emerge from the 
crisis, outlined a set of condi- 
tions Tuesday for lifting the 
coronavirus restrictions in 
America’s most populous state. 


Among other things, he said 
hospitalizations will have to 
decline and more testing will 
have to become available. 

And when the state does re- 
open, Newsom warned, things 
will not look the same. Waiters 
will probably be wearing masks 
and gloves, schools may stagger 
students’ arrival times to reduce 
crowding, and large gatherings 
such as sporting events and 
concerts are “not in the cards,” 
the Democrat said. 

A similar coalition has taken 
shape in the Northeast, encom- 
passing Connecticut, Delaware, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania and 
Rhode Island. 

“The house is still on fire,” 
New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy 
said. “We still have to put the 
fire out“ but also make sure 
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